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REV.  MH.   M'D0NNI^I^iM®2LY  TO  REV.  MR. 
MGHEE. 


[Mr.  M'Ghee  hn."?,  reoeutly,  addressed  p,  lettf f  <to  M».  McDonnell,  in  the 
pages  of  Jrisy  ■BimkgMrt  6nzetfd,  xk  whictl  \4he/  ftie  folldwing  is  the 
substance  :— 

1.  He  challenges  Mr.  M'Donnell  and.  Dr.  Brown,  to  meet  liim  and  Mr. 
O 'Sullivan,  and  to  defend  the  Irish  prelates  against  their  accusations, — the 
Catholics  to  obtain,  previously,  the  sanction  of  the  prelates. 

2.  He  challenges  the  sjune  individuals  to  meet  him,  and  some  unnamed 
Protestant  clergyman  of  Birmingham,  at  which  meeting  each  party  shall, 
1st,  attempt  to  show,  what  gospel  was  set  forth  in  St.  Paul's  epistle  to  the 
Romans:  'Jnd.  exhibit  an  exposition  of  either  the  whole,  or  the  half  of  that 
e})istle ;  and  .3rd,  jjreseut  a  commentary  on  a  '•  chapter  in  the  apostolical 
epistles." 

3.  He  yhfiUenges  the  ^ajne  partiies  to  meet  hHm,'and  some  unnamed  Pro- 
testant clergyman  of  Birmingham,  to  defend  some  passages  of  Dens's  Theo- 
logy, in  whiih  that  divine  teaches  how  to  examine  females  in  the 
confessional. 

This  is  the  substance  of  Mr.  M'Ghee's  letter,  which,  however,  is  profusely 
©niamented  \vith  such  terms  as  "  doctrines  of  the  devil,"  *•  superstitions  and 
idolatries^V  *»app8tSat»churcJi,"  "  flimsy  fcdvering  of  Jesuitn^"  "•'  the  impurity, 
the  indelicacy,  the  dark,  abandoned,  profligate  iniquity  of  the  Romish  priests," 
"  dark,  tyrannical,  detestable,  inquisitorial  persecution,"  "diabolical  con- 
fessional," *•  infernal  code  of  preparation,"  ^'infernal  confessional,"  "  de- 
monia^l  and  profligate  tyranny,"  "iniquitous  system  of  profligacy,"  "the 
mockery  of  lying  superstition,  which  the  mother  of  harlots  imposes  upon 
men,"  "  the  t}Tauny  of  Popery,"  "the  Italian  tyrant,  who  hsus  butchered  our 
forefathei-s,"   "Anti-Christ,"  "  perjury  and  profligacy,"  &c.,  &c. 

In  reply,  Mr.  M'Donnell  forwarded  the  following  letter  to  Mr.  Knott,  the 
editor  of  the  Gazette,  having  first  provided  for  its  insertion  in  the  Catholi- 
L0\.  lo  guard  against  any  danger  of  mutilation.] 

St.  Peters-place, June  1,  1836, 
To  Mr.  Knott,  editor  of  "iris's  Birmingham  Gazette. 
Sir,— -In  a  letter,  dated  Dublin,  March  4,  and  inserted  in  Aris's 
Gazette  o(  May  24,  and  signed  II.  J.  M'Gliee,  the  writer  lays 
fcoiiie  stress  on  expressions  used  by  me,  and  indicating  that  he  is 
"without  character."  Any  one,  who  reads  those  expressions 
without  bias,  will,  at  once,  perceive,  that  1  make  no  reference 
whatever  io  what  is  called  private  or  personal  character.  1  con- 
sider Mr.  M'Ghee  merely  as  an  exhibitor,  on  the  Birmingham 
stage,  in  the  most  recent  of  the  farces  got  up  against  your  Catho- 
lic feIlo»v  countrymen.  Feeling,  tliat  a  person,  wlio  engages  in 
the  arena  of  public  di>putntion,  incurs  a  responsibility  in  propor- 
tion to  the  dt^jvree  in   >vjiich  he  is   known  in  the  locality,   1  protest 


'3 

against  the  iigHt  assumea  by  a  stranger,  unknown,  audi,  ,as  •vw,iM>- 
out  character,"  therefore,  comparatively,  'Svitlvoul  resj)pu^il)iilty,'" 
to  drag  before  the  public  a  resident,  known  to,  that,  publlq,  ^iid 
continually  obnoxious  to  its  judgment,  ft  is,  ou  this  acqc(unt,;,^jr, 
that  I  altogether,  disclaim  any  responsibility  to  Mr.  M'Oliee,  b^t 
direct  my  attention  to  you.  You  are  not,  like  him,  *' \yithcjpt 
character,"  and,  therefore,  "without  responsibility.'  You  ai:e 
known  in  Birmingham.  You  occupy  a  station  here,  conspicuous 
arid  highly  respectable.  Whether  you  associate  with  any  jCaifi^- 
lics  I  know  not,  but  you  are  liable  to  such  association,  and  I.they^- 
fore  prefer  addressing  you,  as  a  person  invested  with  th.e  respog- 


lon. 


tU' 


'sibility,  which  attaches  to  such  associati 

-o:You,  Sir,  have,  in  reality,  assumed  this  responsibility,  ^h/s 
Catholics,  blessed  be  God,  have  no  disposition  to  attack  wantonly 
their  fellow  Christians,  or  fellow  men.  But,  if  they  were  so  dis- 
posed, you  know  well,  tha!t  you  would  'not  afford  them  the  facility 
afforded  by  your  columns.  You  have,  indeed,  lately  terminate  J,  a 
controversy,  begun  by  a  Protestant  attack  upon  my  respepted 
friend,  Mr.  Spencer,  with  an  article  from  a  Protestant  ai^jXiliaO:, 
instisad  of  allowing  the  accused  the  last  word  in  his  defence  ;'aiul, 
in  the  very  next  number  to  thai,  in  which  you  proclaimed  your  un- 
willingness to  admit  farther  controversy,  you  insert  the  attack,..qf 
Mr.  M'Ghee.  I  have  a  right,  therefore,  to  hold  you  responsible 
for  Mr.  M'Ghee's  effusion  ;  and  to  consider  you  as  sanctioning 
his  invective  against  a  class  of  Christians,  of  whom  you,  as  well 
as  he,  knew  enough  to  be  conscious  that  the  invective  is  unfounijed 
in  fact.  It  is,  as  invested  with  this  responsibility,  that  I  ^dtjf/^gf 
you,  and  through  you,  your  correspondent,  Mr.  M'Gh^e.  ;;;,  it 
1,  First  then,  1  beg  you  to  inform  Mr.  M'Ghee,  Uiat  Ire  is  alto- 
gether incompetent  to  offer  his  challenge.  Who  is  this  Mr, 
M'Ghee?  Is  he  a  regularly  ordained  and  recognised  rninisterof 
any  religious  society  ?  To  say,  as  you  represent  him  saying,  th^jt, 
"as  aminister,"  he  is  *•  a  minister  of  the  gospel  of  Christ,';  is  an 
absurdity,  puerile  in  the  extreme.  The  same  may  be  said  by  ; ilie 
Jewish  Rabbin,  or  Mahometan  Mufti,  by  the  Brahmin  of  India, 
or  the  Bonze  of  Japan.  Is,  theUj  Mr.  M 'Ghee  a  minister  in  th^ 
Ordinary  acceptation  of  the  term  ?  If  so,  dpes  any  liock  a,ckof>Wf 
ledge  him  as  pastor?  Does  any  ecclesiastical  authority  avail 
itself  of    his   ministry?     If  so,  what, flock,  and  what  authority? 

if^oi,why  not?  ,.   ;';:.;:;;:. .,,::',^ .;,  '.,jy .; .:,,  uion 

^'^^'When  you  next  afford  your  page§  for  the  liicubrations  piy^qiir 
correspondent,  they  will,  probably,  contain  muchcoarse  scurrijjty 
in  reply  to  these  questions.  But  the  respectable  portion  pfj,yj:^9i-; 
readers  will  see  the  propriety  of  answering  them.     If  they  receive 


v^,  satisfactory  answer,  I  have  then  to  inform  you,  that  this  iu^ole|jit 
person,  who  dictates  terms  and  subjects,  persons  and  places j 
must  procure  the  sanction  of  his  own  bishop,  before  he  sets  oift 
on  his  crusade,  and  that  of  the  Protestant  bishop  of  this  locality, 
and  their  consent  to  abide  by  the  result  of  his  disputatio^j^  ere  ^ 
become  competent  to  present  his  challenge  to  me,  or  to  any  Cat^f^- 
Yit  priest  engaged  in  the  duties  of  the  sacred  ministry,  ,  Suph^ 
person,  by  virtue  of  his  ordination  and  occupation,  is  inve^l^d 
with  a  character,  which  your  •'  mountebaiiks"  essentially  wantj 
and,  if  your  hero  were  not  as  ignorant  as  he  is  abi^^iye,  he  v^o»l{|. 
at  once,  perceive,  that  the  Catholic  priest  does  not  require,  anf 
cannot  receive  the  sanction  of  distant  prelates;  whereas,  he, 
himself,  has  no  right  to  open  his  mouth  upon  matters,  gf  coDtro- 
versy,  out  of  his  own  locality,  unless  invested  with  the  ^wo-tbl); 
sanction,  which  I  require  from  him,     '  , /       ,  ,'  ',jj 

2.  In  the  second  place,  I  beg  to  inform  your  champion,  thai 
although  you  have  concealed  the  fact,  as  far  as  yoi^  could,  by  omit- 
ting to  insert  it  in  your  columns,  some  peopfe,  areawa^e,  ^.nd  ] 
among  them,  that  he  has  not  confined  his  Quixotism  to  Bir^ning- 
ham;  but  that,  immediately  upon  your  announcem.ient,  in  March; 
of  his  letter  to  me,  he  offered  a  challenge  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mac 
guire;  that  Mr.  Macguire  was  less  fastidious  than  I , have  been, 
atid  accepted  the  challenge;  but  that  yourh^ro  could  not  b( 
Tirought  to  ai  t  upon  his  own  challenge.  All  this,  Sir,  you  ought. 
In  honesty,  to  have  communicated  to  the  public,  ^ou  mighf; 
indeed,  thus  have  accounted,  more  satisfactorily  than  you  have  ac- 
counted, for  withholding  his  letter  so  long.  My  second  answer 
then,  to  your  champion,  is,  that  he  must,  to  use  the  phraseology 
^f  your  new  legal  robbery,  **  purge  himself  ©f  jhis  cjunt,empt' 
towards  his  own  church,  in  re  Macgu^e^'bef(j^^^fjt|^^j^^  sucl 
notice  of  him,  as  you  affect  to  wish.        *  ;.,        .    »    \[ 

3.  But,  in  the  third  place,  even  were  Mr.  M^'pl^iee  gpmpet^nltc 
offer  a  challenge,  were  lie,  even,  extricated  frorp  the  ,§mT)arrass- 
ment,  in  which  he   is  involved   by   his   affair  vjith jWf-,  ftacguiie, 
could  yon,  Sir,  seriously  propose  to  sumuioiv  tlie  |>'tl>li'*to  uttcuc 
to  a  disputation  upon  the  subjects,  which  he  has'Xt.  lougl 
to  select?*     First,  you  invite  j)r.  Brown|and  nie,  to  mv^v,!,  Mesai^ 
M'Oheeand  O'Sullivan  in  the  Town-hall,  and  for  what  purpose 
-—that  he  may  assail,  and  we  defend,  the  Irish  preli^tesl;  •  j  Is  tliu 
an  bbject,  for  which  the  people  of  Birmingham  are  to  l^e .summoned 
from   their  homes  and    their  occupations?     Can  any   mAU  ^nlii 
senses  make  such  a  proposal  to  men  in  possession  of  their  sense 
Allow  me  to  dnk  you,  Sir,  why  do  you  not  direct  tlipsej;^postles   ol 
mwcliitf  to  assail  those  oxullcd  personages  (►?!  (he  spot,  >vhv«"e  t^cy 


are  well  kno\tu,  where  their  teaching,  and  labours,  and  character' 
are  correctly  appreciated,  and  where  their  accusers  are  equally  well 
known,  and  where  their  teaching  and  their  labours^  (\\)  and  their 
character  are  as  correctly  appreciated  ?  It  is  there,  Sir,  evi- 
dently, that  these  persons,  if  they  were  honest,  would  make  their 
exhibitions;  but  it  is  there,  that  they  will  ever  take  special  cane 
not  to  make  them*  And  why  .^  because  they  well  know,  thatali 
which  thejF  advance,  in  their  accusations^  is  unfounded,  and  there-* 
fore,  they  must  find  a  stage  for  their  exhibitions,  in  some  locality* 
where  they  may  hope,  that  the  fables  of  the  nursery,  the  pulpit;. 
and  the  press,  Uave  been  the  only  medium,  through  which  the' 
people  have  viewed  the  objects  of  their  accusation.  I  thank  God, 
tijat  they  have  miscalculated.  But,  while  I  bear  willing  and 
grateful  tesiimony  to  the  firto  and  determined  spirit  of  justice, 
which  has  so  extensively  influenced  the  Protestant  people  of  this 
country,  1  must  e:^pressi  my  regret,  that  so  many,  who  affect  to 
consider  themselves  superior  to  the  people,  have  been  made  the 
dupes  of  the  mischievous  artifices  of  their  deceivers,  to  the  ruiiv 
of  their  own  character  for  discretion  and  justice.  When  it  is  re- 
corded, that  Mr.  Spooner  explained  hi.s  view  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Catholic  members  of  Parliament,  on  the  principles,  1,  that  they  pro- 
fessed an  allegiance  to  the  Pope,  superior  to  that  which  they  owedioj 
God,  and,  2,  that  they  learned  from  Dens,  that  the  end  consecrates 
the  means,  be  they  what  they  may,  propositions,  neither  of  which,  he' 
well  knew,  could  be  found  in  Dens,  or  ^ny  other  Catholic  writer, 
and  yet  avoided  an  opportunity  of  hearing  the  indignant  denial  of 
Mr.  Blount,  backed  by, the  presence  and  acquiescence  of  Sir  Ei 
Blount  an4  Messrs.  Hanford,  Berkeley,  and  Acton  ;*  when  it  is 
recorded,  that  more  than  eighty  Protestant  clergymen  listened  to 
the  calumnious  declamations  of  the  "  strollers,"  and  not  more  than 
six  ventured  to  listen  to  the  contradictiou  and  refutation  ;  wheniti 
is  recorded,  that  the  same  conduct,  in  aboUt  the  same  proportiony  • 
was  observed  by  a  large  proportion  of  the  rank  aUd  fashion  of  the; 
vicinity  ;  finally,  when  it  is  recorded,  that  the  two  clerical  accuserSy 
Messrs.  M'Ghee  and  O'Sullivan,  under  the  same  consciousness 
of  crime,  undoubtedly,  which  must  have  oppressed  Mr.  SpooneTj 
followed  his  example,  and  took  care  to  absent  themselves  from  the 
spot,  where  they,  and  their  accusations,  were  to  meet  with  expo- 
sure and  refutation ;  all  this  will  afford,  to  another  age,  a  most  me^ 
lancholy  exhibition  of  the  influence  which  passion,  prejudice^ 
and  <*  lying  fables"  continue,  to  the  present  day,  to  exercise  overaJ 
portion  of  the  Protestant  public.   ,  It  is  upon  this  influence,   that 

y*,,Some,  if  not  all  of  these  gentteflaftep  are  magistrates,  and  consent  to  sit 
on  tlie  same  bench  with  their  traducer . !  i !  .!     : 


1iie3e  (men  calculate  ;  it  is  upon  tbis  they  traffic,  and,  thert^fore,  it 
is  to  the  Protestants  of  your'  f3arty,  that  they  love  to  address  as- 
sertions, wliich  no  one  would  i)€lio<^^,ift  the  locality  to  which  these 
assertiotis  refer.  '  ^>    ,    ;     .;• 

But,  Sir,  I  repeat,  can  any  one  in  his  senses  think  of  asseinblinst 
men  together  for  the  purpnse  of  listening  to  the  accusation  and 
Vindication  of  any  distant,  and,  to  them,  unknown  individuals  f 
The  confusion  of  ideas,  prevalent  iu  the  mind,  vi^ith  which  such  ^ 
proposal  originated,  is  manifested  in  the  course  of  the  paragraph, 
ip  the  substitution  of  the  canons  of  the  church  for  the  Irish  pre^ 
lates,  forthe  defence  of  which  canons  surely  you  must  be  aware 
that  I  cannot  require  the  authority  of  a  prelate,  who  could  not. 
without  irregularity,  assume  such  jurisdiction  in  a  distdnt  part  o1 
the  church.  Finally,  we  are  to  defend  the  personal  conduct  o( 
the  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  in  regard  to  an  affair,  with  which  you 
cannot  be  ignorant,  that  that  prelate  had  no  concern  whatever.^ 
Really,  Sir,  you  must  have  a  singular  notion  of  the  respect  due  tc 
your  fellow  townsmen,  when  you  countenance  such  a  proposal. 

Tathe  second  challenge  these  remarks  apply  with  still  greatei 
forfae.  In  that,  Dr.  Brown  and  I  are  invited  to  meet  Mr.  M'Ghet 
and '3ome  person,  whom  he  does  not  condescend  to  name,  for  tht 
purpose  of  displaying  our  fekill  in  explaining  the  gospel  preachet 
ia  St.  Paul's  epistle  to  the  Romans,  in  commenting  upon  eigh 
chapters  of  that  epistle,  and  in  interpreting  a  chapter  in  one  of  the 
apostolical  epistles!  1  The  very  statement  of  such  a  challenge 
would  be  surely,  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  challenger.  But  wha 
ig  to  be  said  to  the  person,  who  claims,  as  the  result  of  the  con 
ference.  that  our  interpretation  shall  exhibit  no  unity,  and  thai 
theirs  shall  exhibit  wiorc  unity  !  That  is,  theirs  shall  exhibit  mon 
than  none.  Really,  Sir,  the  champions  of  your  party  are  improv 
ing  in  language,  if  not  in  sentiment.  One  of  them  is  represet>te< 
tprhavcc^enounced  the  Catholic  worship,  as  one  "that  did  nothim 
for' the  giory  of  God,  an<l  which  did  still  less  towards  exalting  th< 
reason  and  intellect  of  man."t  Mr.  M*Ghee  has  improved  on  Mr 
Slade^  But,  I  ask  you,  Mr.  Knott,  whether  you  really  think  th^ 
sound,  sensible  men  of  Birmingham  ought  to  be,  or  could  be,  as 
scinbted  in  large  numbers,  to  witness  two  champions  of  yo4« 
Protestantism  exhibiting  more  unity  than  none  ?  1  need  not,':1 
presume,  give  you  my  answer  to  this  rhodomontade  of  a  chal 
lenge.  1  am,  indeed  convinced,  that  even  Mr.  M'Ghee,  notwitH 
standing  the  singular  obliquity  of  his  mental  vision,  would  no 
hajirc;  ventured"  upon   his  challenge  at   all,  had  he  not  read  ni; 

•  The  1  Rhwm»''Te«tftment.  f  Speech  of  Rpv.  Mt.    S1b<1«>,  at  r  nip^-tin 

of  the  Reformafion  Sodcty,  at  Bath,  1833.  ^ 


eaolutioq  nipt  t;o,;Vf!:  **  amenable  to  persons  w^ithoiut  aeq-uaintance, 
.vithout  cbaraQter,  without jr^sponsibiiity.''        ;  ..  ;        -....q 

Sir,  withont  pretending  to  notice  Mr.  M*Ghee,  I  address  ywi^ 
•yho  have  chosen  to  circulate  his  ebuiliiiou,  and  I  ask  you,  whether* 
you  really  think  it,  desirable,  that  a  Catholic  priest  should  be  ever 
^eady  to  interrupt  the  humbler,  bat  more  important  duties  of  the. 
sacred  ministry,  at  the  call  of  every  idle,  irresponsible  bigot,  who 
fancies  himself  sufficiently  charged  with  the  antiquated  calumnies 
against  the  faith,  to  venture  to  face  him,  for  a  day,  in  the  polemical 
fitld?  To  you,  Sir,  if  you  enteirtain  such  a  notion,  and  to  all  whpjnj 
it  may  concern.  I  beg  to  declare,  that  I   do  not  consider  this. to  b^,a. 


part  of  my  duty.     Circumstances   sometimes   occur,  when  I   t 
!  that  I   should  '*  detain   the   truth    of.  God   in  .  iiijustice,*'    if  ".^o^t' 
'  ashamed  of  the  gospel,"  I  were  riot  publicly  to  come   forward  to  rej;, 
si$t  its  enemies,  and  to    proclaim    and  vindicate   its  sacred  trutHs,  as. 
deposited  with  the  church  of  Christ ;   but,   of  these  circumstances  I 
must  be  the  judge,   not   Mr.   M'Ghee.     I  have,  on  many  occasions^ 
obeyed  this  dictate  of  conscience.     I   did   so,  when  I  thought,  that 
the  unwearied  wickedness  of  Mr.   M'Ghee  and  his  co-apostle  of  Jpi-, 
iquity  demanded  it  of  me  ;  and    I   am  satisfied  with  the  result;   my 
brethren    of  the   faith    are   satisfied  ;  tlie   respectable  portion  of  my 
Protestant  brethren  are  satisfied;  and,  if  there  be  a  faction  that  is 
dissatisfied,  this  circum-tance  is  an  additional  consolation  to  riie,'  iii^-j 
asmUch  as  it  confirms  my  conviction,   that  truth  and  innocence  were^ 
amply  vindicated.     I  repeat.  Sir,  that  it  is  a  consciousness  of  failure,^ 
'  that  alone  prompts  your  champion  to  attempt  to  redeem  his  credit  by' 
I  his  ridiculous,  puerile,  and,  I  might  almost  add,  insane  challenges.-^. 
If  he,  or  ti^ther  his   party,  for  he,  indeed,  i?<   not  to  be  considered,  if 
;  his  party  had  really  and  honestly  desired  a  fair  discassion,  they  would 
I  have  allowed  f)r.  Brown   and  me  to  speak,  in  reply  to  our,  accusers, 
I  on  the  l8thof  November;  they  would  not  have  so  bound  me  down, 
i  that  1    felt  myself  obliged   to  apologise   for  having,  by  a  singlia  ex- 
I  clamation,  exceeded  the  letter  of  their   stipulations;  and,  above ^11 
!  things,  it  they  had  possessed  a  particle  of  honesty  and  veracity,  they, 
I  would  never  have  obliged  us  to  silence,  by  the  most  rigorous  stipula- 
I  tions,  and  then  have   circulated   the  foiil  report,  that  we  were  invited 
1  to  attend,  and    were  allowed   full  liberty  to  reply.     It   is  well.  Sir,, 
that  my  negociation  with  your  dictator  was  carried  on  in  writing,, so 
that  any  one,  who  desires,  can  ascertain  the  truth  ;  ana  the  faqt,  thus 
recorded,  will   ever  be    a  sufficient  reply  to  all  the  absurd,  muster, 
1  Av;hich  you  have  been  circulating.  j    ti  '       r     j     i       V 

!  Sir,  if  the  article,  which  you  have  thrust  upoii  the  pulitic,  h^d^SJtpR^ 
ped  here,  I  should  hardly  have  thought  it  right  to  take  any  notice  of 
it,    were  it  not,   that   I    had  engaged  to  answer  Mr.  M^Ohee,  il  he 

^5i  "^^  ^«v''  ■ 


^akl  address  me;  but  f  come  to  the  really  awfal  and  importarrt 
part  of  your  paper,  that  one,  to  which,  I  ain  told,  manfy  of  my  res- 
pectable Protestant  brethren  expect  an  answer.  Sir,  it  is  with  re- 
ference to  this,  that  1  congratulate  myself  on  having  declined  to 
become  "  amenable  tp  persons  without  acqwaintance,  without  charac- 
ter, aind  without  responsibility."  Mr.  M* Ghee,  to  day  at  Dubhn, 
to-^morrow  at  Exeter 'Change,  themext  day  at  -  ,/i      vi 

Nova  Zembla,  or, — the  Lord  knows  where, 
hurls  his  firebrands  among  a  peaceful  community,  of  ^hich  he  forn^s 
no  part,  and  laughs  at  the  havoc,  which  hi^  malice  l^ias  created.  But 
you,' Mr.  Knott,  occupy  your  station  amongst  us.  I  haye,  indeed, 
little  teftiptation,  and.  therefore,  not  much  disposition  to  compliment 
you;  but  no  consideration  sh^ll  ever  make  me  withhofd  the  truth; 
and,  under  the  influence  of  this  feeling,  I  acknowledge,  that  that  sta- 
tion is  one  of  credit  and  respectability.  Responsible,  then,  an  you 
aVe,  to  this  character,  I  address  myself  to  you.,  whilst  I  indignantly 
repel  the  base  and  foul  insinuations,  which  you  have  spread  aWoad 
to  the  prejudice  of  your  unoffending  neighbours.  Say  not,  Sir,  thj^t 
you  **  cast  no  reflection  upon  the  purity  and  delicacy  of  th,e  fema,l€ 
character  amongst  Catholics."  No  oho  is  so  ootuse  in  intellect,  a3 
not  to  he  aware,  that 'the  charge  against  the  clergy,  of  whose  ministry 
all  avail,  themselves,  is  one  of  a  practical  tendency.  "By  theit  fruits 
sh'air you  know  them"  is  a  test,  of  divine  authority;  and^  it  mugi 
folfb'w,  that,  if  the  ministry  of  the  Catholic  Church  is  one_:.o.^  "i^i^- 
purity,  indelicacy,  of  dark,  abandoned,  profligate  iniijuity,''  tlial 
ministry  must  exhibit  its  *' fruits"  in  the ,  comparative  profligacy  oj 
tjiose,  who  habitually  avail  them'selve^'of  it,,  and  whose  ^h(pq.rts"  the 
ministers  "  are  empowered  to  subjugate  and  degrade."  J  'Spi^U  revert 
to  this  topic,  but  I  proceed  to  argue  the  subject  regul'arly.j^      .^ 

The  first  point  to  be  settled  between  lis  is  this — whether  tlie  prac- 
tice of  confession  is  a  part  and' parcel  of  the  Christian  religion, 
whether  it  is  divinely  ordained,  that  any  person  .      . 

■*'  Shall  be  nioved  to  make  a  special'  confession  of  his  sins,  if  lie  feel 
Jiis,  9pnscience  troubled  with  any  ^\eighty  matter,'' 

'  4-.nd  that  after  tlie  confession, 
''^Itjie  .priest  sh^l  absolve  him,   if  lio  Immbly  and,  heartily  desire  it 
irter  riiis  sort,  .'  '. 

'"?  Our' Lord  JTesustti^ist,  who  hath  left  power  to  his  church  to  ab- 
solve ^1)  sinners,  who  truly  repent  and  believe   in  him,  of  his  gren 
mercy,  forgive  thee  thine  offences;  and  by  his  authority,  committc 
to.n^c,,!  absolve  thee  from  all  thy  sins,  in  the  name  of  the  F4ttier,.j^L 
B^'jthe  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost     Amm.''*    ,  '; 

\t^  the    pr:  prescribed,  or^  is  it  not,  a  part^  ol 

See  "/ <..r.ur,-//,  .//  r>:'     >. ..      ill  tlio  Book  of  Common  Prayer. 
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the  Christian  religion  ?     If  it  be  not,  then,  before  you  scatter  ob- 
scene insinuations  against  the   details,  it  would  become  you  and 
your  party  to  accomplish  the  erasure  of  the  above,  as  well  as  of 
some  other  dishonest  insertions,  from  the  heterogeneous  compila- 
tion styled  your  liturgy.   But,  if  the  rite,  thus  prescribed,  be  a  part  of 
the  Christian  religion,  he  who  retains  the  ritual,  that  prescribes  it, 
is  as  responsible  for  all  necessary  consequences,  as  those  who  ad- 
here in  practice  to  the   doctrines  which  they  profess.     It  is  quite 
clear,  that   among  the   *' weighty  matters,"  by  which  the  *•  con- 
science is  troubled,"  may  be  crimes,  the  confession  of  which  must 
present  to  the  mind  those  ideas,  which  your  article  insinuates  must 
pollute  it     The  yet  uncorrupted  youth  will,  assuredly,  present  to 
the  mind  of  him,  to  whom  he  makes  the  "  special  confession  of 
his  sins,"  a  very  different  picture  from  that  presented  by  the  con- 
fession of  a  Rourke  or  a  Jocelyn,  or  of  any  one  among  ten  thous- 
and of  the  same  order.     But,  are  you  prepared  to  say,  that  the 
clergyman,  who  should    receive   the  confession  of  one  of  these 
persons,  must,  necessarily,   contract   defilement  from  the  ideas, 
which,  in  the  exercise  of  his  ministry,  he   is  obliged  to  admit?  - 
This,  Sir,  is  the  substance  of  the  charge,  elicited  from  the  con- 
fused mass  of  words,  in  which  your   champion  involves  it.     He 
says,  that  the   Catholic  priest  reads   Dens,  and  that  in  Dens  he 
reads  questions,  which  must  produce  the   effect   of  poisoning  the 
mind,  that  admits  the  ideas  which  they   suggest.     But  the  same 
effect  is,   undoubtedly,  produced  by  hearing  a  statement,  as  by 
reading  a  question,  and  the  real  gist  of  the  accusation  is,  that  the 
mind  becomes  corrupted  and  unfitted  for  communion  with  the  pure 
and  the  delicate,  when  it  has,  in  the  discharge  of  duty,  admitted 
ideas  of  an  indelicate  character.     "Well,  Mr.  Knott,  are  you  pre- 
pared to  maintain   the  corollaries  from  this  proposition  ?     I  will 
pass  from  your  confessional,  because,  as  the  rite  of   confession 
comes  only  within  the  oath,*  and  not  the  practice,  of  your  minis- 
ters, I  may  be  told,  that  my  remark  applies  not  to  them  as  it  does 
to  the  Catholic  priest,  who  reduces  to  practice,  what  he  professes 
to  believe.     But,  1  ask  you  to  apply  your  principles  to  other  par- 
ties, and  mark  the  consequence.     You  must  maintain,  that  your 
Protestant  medical  practitioners  become,  necessarily,  men  of  pol- 
luted minds,  because   the  studies,  which  are   requisite  to  qualify 
them  to  discharge  their  professional  duties,  must  continually  sug- 
gest to  them  ideas  of  far  greater  grossness,  than  any  to  which  you 
refer.     You   must   maintain  the  same   doctrine   respecting  your 
lawyers,  even  the  holy  ones,  who,  like  guardian  angels,  presided 
over  your  Protestant  meeting  in  November.     You  must  maintain 
*  The  solemn  declaration  of  "  assent  and  consent,"  is  equivalent  to  an  oath. 
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the  same  respecting  your  magistrates,  many  of  whom  are  parsons, 
who  constantly  exact  from  an  injured  female, surrounded  hy  an 
audience  of  men,  details  of  the  most  disgusting  nature ;  details, 
which  she  would  give  the  world  to  have  mitigated  and  qualified  by 
means  of  considerate  questions.  Now,  Mr.  Knott,  are  you  pre- 
pared to  cast  these  injurious  aspersions  upon  the  clerical  and  secu- 
lar worthies,  who  are  associated  with  Mr.  Richard  Spooneronour 
magisterial  bench,  and  against  not  one  of  whom,  you  know,  the 
breath  of  slander  has  ever  conveyed  an  imputation?  Are  you 
prepared  to  proclaim  to  the  female  world,  that  all  these  persons 
are  necessarily  and  essentially  contaminated  and  contaminating? 
Surely  not. 

Sir,  1  proceed  to  far  higher  topics.  1  have  always  maintained, 
that  your  fanatics  are,  in  their  hearts,  enemies  of  Christianity,  and 
continually  do  they  furnish  additional  proofs  in  sustainment  of  the 
accusation.  The  article,  which  you  have  scattered  abroad,  is 
quite  in  character.  For,  in  his  blind  malice  against  the  Church  of 
Christ,  Mr.  M^Ghee  has  not  perceived,  that  his  gross  accusation 
becomes  fatal  to  the  character  of  even  the  inspired  writers. — 
Moses,  by  the  express  command  of  God,  and  St  Paul,  guided  bj 
the  Holy  Spirit,  have  written  those  things,  which,  according  to 
him,  must  contaminate  the  mind  of  the  reader,  and  much  more  the 
mind  of  the  writer.  See  how  recklessly  these  men  minister  to. in- 
fidelity !  But  what  is  the  answer  to  Mr.  M'Ghee  and  the  infidel  ? 
I  find  it  in  the  words  of  the  Apostle  on  anx)ther  occasion  — 

**  All  things  are  clean  to  the  clean,  but  to  them  that  are  defiled, 
and  to  unbelievers,  nothing  is  clean  ;  but  both  their  mind  and  their 
conscience  are  defiled. 

*'They  profess  that  they  know  God,  but  in  their  works  they  deny 
him  ;  being  abominable,  and  incredulous,  and  to  every  good  work 
reprobate."* 

Those,  who,  with  an  upright  mind,  and  with  a  heart  averse  to 
iniquity  attend  to  things,  the  knowledge  of  which  may  become  ne- 
cessary to  the  proper  discharge  of  their  oflicial  duties,  whether 
they  Idc  lawyers,  doctors,  magistrates,  or  priests,  may  without 
presumption,  hope  for  the  protection  of  God  against  the  dangers, 
which  lurk  in  the  studies  requisite  for  this  purpose.  But,  Sir,  if 
a  person,  under  no  such  obligation,  having  before  him  the  whole 
range  of  Catholic  theology,  deliberately  hunt  for  that,  which  may 
feed  the  depraved  appetite,  and  having  culled  jicrc  a  passage  and 
there  a  passage,  and  brooded  over  what  has  become  a  filthy  accumu- 
lation, till  it  he  full  ready  for  incalculable  mischiof,  obtrude  the  re- 
sult of  the  unhallowed  incubation  upon  youthful  licentiousness,  or, 
•  Tit.  (h.  i.  rv,  \o  and  16. 
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it  may  be,  youthful  innocence,  as  the  parson  presented  Don  Juan  to 
the  young  female  member  of  his  flock,  if  such  a  person  can  be  found, 
then.  Sir,  indeed,  to  an  object  so  foul,  so  loathsome,  may  be  justly 
applied,  by  indignant  virtue,  the  terms  **  dark,  abandoned,  profligate 
iniquity,"  and  the  other  obnoxious  appellations,  which  riot  so  wan- 
tonly throughout  the  composition  of  Mr.  M-Ghee.  Little  better  can 
be  said,  of  the  bookseller,  who,  for  filthy  lucre,  exhibits  such  selec- 
tions to  public  sale.  Such  men,  Sir,  whetiier  parsons  or  booksellers, 
are  judged  from  their  own  mouths.  To  each  one  of  them  are  appli- 
cable the  reproach  and  sentence  of  the   Apostle — 

*'  Wherefore  thou  art  inexcusable,  O  man,  whosoever  thou  art, 
that  judgest.  For,  wherein  thou  judgest  another,  thou  condemnest 
thyself:  for  thou  dost  the  same  things  which  thou  judgest. 

"And  ihinkest  thou  this,  O  man,  that  judgest  them,  who  do  such 
things,  and  dost  the  same,  that  thou  shalt  escape  the  judgment  of 
God  ?"* 

And  now,  Mr.  Knott,  allow  me  to  ask  you,  who,  I  perceive,  have 
advertised  for  sale  a  second  edition  of  the  selection,  to  which  I  have 
referred,  are  you  aware,  that  any  individual  Catholic  has  purchased 
it?  I  know  nothing  upon  the  subject ;  but  I  put  the  question  fear- 
lessly, and  I  shall  be  much  astonished  to  learn,  that  any  one  practical 
Catholic  has  done  so. 

I  think  it  right  to  add,  that  I  know  nothing  of  the  contents  of  this 
publication.  I  have  been  engaged,  for  eighteen  years,  in  the  la- 
bours of  the  sacred  ministry,  and  yet  I  know  not  what  the  questions 
are,  to  which  your  correspondent  alludes.  1  was,  lately,  making  this 
remark  to  a  rev.  friend,  respecied  by  every  one  who  knows  him, 
whether  Catnolic  or  Protestant,  who  has  been  engaged  on  the  mission 
for  more  than  fifty  years,  and  he  %vas  equally  ignorant ;  and,  I  will 
add,  that  I  never  heard  any  Catholic  clergyman  converse  upon  the 
subjec!;.  Do  I  deny,  then,  that  interrogations  exist  in  theological 
works?  1  do  not;  but,  from  these  facts,  you  will  see  how  unjust 
are  the  aspersions,  which  you  cast  upon  the  Catholic  Clergy.  The 
real  object  of  all  such  systems  of  interrogation  is,  to  facilitate  the 
work  of  painful  and  humiliating  acknowledgment:  to  spare  the  pe- 
nitent the  mortification  of  uttering  more  than  is  necessary ;  or  of 
utteiiug  it  in  terms,  which  the  necessity  of  the  case  does  not  demand. 
Does  not  tlie  virtuous  and  delicate  female  feel  grateful  to  the  medical 
man,  who,  by  judicious  and  considerate  interrogation,  spares  her  the 
mortification  of  entering  unnecessarily  into  particulars  in  the  state- 
ment of  her  case  ?  Undoubtedly  she  does.  And  the  man,  who 
earns  this  gratitude  the  most  certainly  and  most  completely,  is  the 
man,  whose  good  sense,  or  whose  previous  studies  have  enabled  hin. 
*  Rom.  chap  ii.  vv.  1  and  .'i. 
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to  select  the  proper  questions,  and  whose  good  feeling  prompts  him  to 
put  them  in  terms  the  least  offensive.  Such  is  the  case  with  the  Cath- 
olic priest.  If,  from  the  particulars  confessed,  it  be  found  necessary 
to  question  the  penitent,  he  is  admonished  to  perform  this  in  con- 
siderate and  delicate  terms.  1  presume,  that  the  compilers  of  the 
work,  which,  denouncing  it  as  unfit  for  perusal,  your  party  are  cir- 
culating as  widely  as  they  can,  have  taken  care  to  omit  the  following 
caution,  which  I  find  in  pages  136  and  137  of  vol.  vi.  of  Dens 
(Mechlin  edition). 

*'The  Mechlin  Pastoral  admonishes  the  confessor  not  to  detain 
any  one,  especially  young  persons,  of  eithei  sex,  with  inquisitive  or 
idle  interrogatories,  or  imprudently  question  others  about  that 
which  they  know  not,  lest  they  take  scandal,  and  learn  to  sin.       i 

*'  Hence,  St.  Thomas  teaches  that  three  things  should  be  ohj 
served  in  questioning —  • 

1.  "That  a  person  be  questioned  as  to  sins,  which  are  usual 
in  those  of  his  condition,  so  that  a  soldier  be  not  interrogated 
respecting  sins,  which  are  incidental  to  ecclesiastics,  and  vice  versa, 

2.  **  That  explicit  questions  be  put  concerning  those  sins  only> 
which  are  known  to  all ;  concerning  others,  the  question  should  be 
so  remote,  that,  if  the  penitent  has  committed  it,  he  may  acknow- 
ledge it  ;  if  not,  he  may  not  acquire  additional  knowledge. 

<*  Which  mode  of  examination,  concerning  sins  of  the  flesh,  is 
prescribed  in  example  8,  and  Sup])lement  Nos.  278  and  280. 

3.  *'  That  the  confessor  enter  not  too  much  into  unnecessary 
particulars,  especially  in  regard  to  sins  of  the  flesh,  lest  he  in- 
jure himself  and  the  penitent. 

'*  Therefore  confessors  are  admonished,  in  their  instructions,  to 
interrogate  concerning  sins  of  the  flesh,  sparingly,  delicately. 
and  cautiously."* 

•"  Caveat  tamen  confessarius  ait  pastorale  Mechl.,  necuriosis  aut  imUilibu? 
intenogationibus  qiiemquam  detineat,  priBsertim  jnniores  utriasquo  sexi\^ : 
vel  alios  de  eo  quod  ignorant,  imprudenter  intorroget,  ne  scandaluni  patian- 
tur,  indeque  ppccare  discant. 

"  Hinc  S.  Tti.  loco  cit,  docet  tria  interrogationibus  attenderda  :  *  primum 
Ut  quilibet  peccatur  interrogettir  de  peccatis,  quce  consiievenmt  in  honiinibu- 
illitw  couditiouis  abundare  ;  ita  ut  a  inilite  non  (lua^nitur  de  peccato  cleri 
corum,  aut  e  convcrso. 

" '  Secundum  :  l;t  non  fiat  cxplicita  interrogation  de  peccatis,  nisi  de  illi. 
pnae  omnibus  nota  sunt ;  de  aliis  ita  debet  a  longinque  fieri  interrogatio  ut 
si  commisit,  dicat;  si  non  commisit,  non  addiscat.'  Quem  inteiTOgandi  mo 
dnm  in  carualibus  docet  Schema  VIII.,  et  auctHrium  N.  278.  et280. 

'•'Tertium:  It  in  peccatis,  prsecipiie  camaliJ>us,  non  descendat  nimis  ai 
particulares  circumstantias  non  necessarias,  ne  sibi  et  po*nitenti  noccat."- 
Quapropter  in  instructionibns  moncntnr  confessarii,  ut  parco,  caste  et  caut 
interrogeut  circa  pcccata  carnis  :  et  popuitentiura  nomina  non  inqnirant,  no 
vultum  a.«<j)iciant." 
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From  what  we  know  of  the  enemies  of  religion,  we  may  fairly 
presume,  that  they  have  omitted  this  passage,  because  it  would 
shon-  the  dispositions,  with  which  the  priest  is  directed  to  enter 
upon  his  perilous  duty,  and  expose,  to  just  execration,  all  their 
denunciations  of  his  *'  profligate  iniquity," 

But  does  the  priest  observe  these  injunctions?  I  answer,  fear- 
lessly and  confidently,  he  does.  He  does  not  interrogate  at  all, 
unless  the  nature  of  the  confession  itself  indicate  the  necessity, 
and  then  he  interrogates  according  to  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the. 
admonitions,  which  I  have  quoted.  This,  Sir,  is  known,  it  is 
felt,  even  where  it  is  not  acknowledged,  by  all  who  are  acquainted 
with  Catholics.  You,  indeed,  have  not  scrupled  to  circulate  a 
charge  against  the  Catholic  priesthood,  of  **  dark,  abandoned, 
profligate  iniquity,''  a  charge  repeated  throughout  the  letter  of  Mr. 
M'Ghee  in  terms  of  infinite  variation,  as  if  to  proclaim  the  inge- 
nuity, as  well  as  the  malice  of  the  writer.  Well,  Sir,  these  men, 
presiding  in  their  *'  infernal,"  their  *'  diabolical  confessional,"  are 
V  empowered  to  invade  and  subjugate  the  feelings  of  the  female 
heart,"  are  '*  privileged  to  put  every  feeling  of  female  nature  upon 
the  rack — to  break  through  every  barrier  of  respect  and  delicacy, 
which  heaven  has  given  for  protection  to  the  female  character;" 
"  if  her  mind,"  (the  mind  of  a  female)  *'  is  to  be  corrupted,"  they 
"  have  an  open  door  for  the  corruption, '  and  in  proportion  to  her 
veneration  for  religion,  these  men  •'  gain  a  power  over  every  feeling 
of  her  conscience  and  her  heart,  which  humbles  and  enslaves  her 
to  the  very  dust  beneath  their  feet  "' 

These  are  the  ravings  of  a  madman  ;  but  you,  Sir,  who  are  not 
mad,  have  adopted  them,  and  have  given  to  them  extensive  cir- 
culation. Now,  Sir,  I  ask  you,  as  a  man  possessed  of  ordinary 
judgment,  and  not  entirely  without  experience  to  guide  you  in 
your  judgment  of  human  nature,  can  j^ou,  for  a  moment,  reconcile 
the  supposition  of  power  so  terrific,  existing  in  a  body  of  men  so 
depraved,  with  the  acknowledged  virtue  of  those  who  are  subject 
to  their  ministry,  a  virtue,  that  stands  forth  in  such  bold  relief,  as 
to  attract  universal  attention,  a  virtue  so  unimpeached  and  unim- 
peachable, that  even  Mr.  M'Ghee  shrinks  from  the  inevitable  and 
irresistible  consequence  of  his  own  slanders,  when  he  perceives 
that  it  must  be  the  impeachment  of  that  virtue  ?  You,  Sir,  like 
the  rest  of  the  world,  when  freed  from  the  influence  of  fanaticism, 
will  laugh  to  scorn  the  idea  of  a  corrupt  priesthood  and  -a  virtu- 
ous people.  Such  a  combination  never  has  existed,  and  never 
can  exist.  Away,  then,  for  ever  away,  with  the  flimsy  falsehood, 
that,  while  the  system,  to  which  both  administer,  is  represented  as 
one  of  "  dark,  abandoned,  profligate  iniquity,"   it  is  not  intended 
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to  cast  aspersions  upon  all  the  parties  to  such  a  system.  But  I 
will  adopt  the  alternative  to  be  divined,  for  nothing  is  positively 
asserted  throughout  this  confusion  of  slander,  and  I  will  suppose, 
that  those,  whom  Mr.  M'Ghee  does  not  venture  directly  to  asperse, 
are  proof  against  aspersion  :  what  must  follow  from  this  alterna- 
tive? Why  clearly,  that  they  are  never  subjected  to  the  inter- 
rogatory suggested  in  this  filthy  libel.  ►Sir,  you  know,  the  whole 
world  knows,  even  Mr.  M'Ghee  knows,  that  they  are  not.  For 
he  absolutely  advances  the  position,  that  the  matron  would  rather 
be  driven  to  the  stake,  than  either  go,  or  suffer  her  daughter  to  go 
to  the  confessional,  if  she  knew  the  preparation  of  the  priest  for 
that  purpose,  and  the  husband  would,  if  he  arrived  at  such  know- 
ledge, rather  be  dragged  to  the  stake,  than  suffer  his  wife  to  go  to 
the  confessional.  What  have  we  here,  but  an  acknowledgment, 
that  all  his  invective,  his  dark  and  base  insinuations,  for  he  does 
not  dare  to  assert  anything,  are  all  so  many  calumnies?  What 
have  Me  here,  but  the  acknowledgment,  that  neither  mother  nor 
daughter  is  assailed  by  questions,  which  they  would  blush  to  hear. 
Yes,  Sir,  they  would,  if  they  heard  them,  fly  away  from  the  scene 
of  iniquity,  and  denounce  the  monster,  who  should  preside  there. 
The  same  may  be  said  of  numerous  happy  souls,  who,  rescued 
from  the  darkness  of  religious  error,  are  daily  brought  to  the  licrht 
of  Christian  truth,  and  who  find,  in  the  salutary  practice  of  hum- 
ble and  penitential  confession,  one  of  the  best  preservatives  against 
human  corruption.  Why  lo  they  not  fly  with  horror  from  the  first 
hearing  of  questions,  such  is  it  is  insinuated  are  put  in  the  con- 
fessional ?     Why  ?  because  those  questions  are  never  put. 

If  my  word  and  my  reasoning  be  rejected,  these  persons  can  be 
interrogated.  They  are  generally  poor,  as  the  gospel  was  ori- 
ginally preached  to  the  poor,  and  they  are  scattered  among  a 
Protestant  population,  and  they  can  be  interrogated.  While 
Catholics,  indeed,  invariably  respect  the  religious  feelings  ol 
others,  their  own  are  daily  outraged,  and  their  employers,  or  asso- 
ciates, arrogate,  to  a  merciless  and  cruel  extent,  a  right  to  call 
them  to  account  continually  for  the  doctrines  and  praclices  of  thr 
Catholic  Church.  If,  then,  these  revolting  charges  w^w-  foundcc 
in  truth,  they  would  easily  ascertain  the  fact.  It  is  said,  indeed 
that  the  priest  is  protected  **  under  the  horrid  seal  of  secresy 
with  which  Satan  teaches  him  to  shroud  his  deeds  of  darkness.' 
This  is  a  most  unprincipled  falsehood.  It  is  a  falsehood  of  th( 
most  malignant  kind,  being  just  the  reverse  of  the  truth.  The 
priest,  Sir,  is  bound  to  secresy,  but  the  penitent  is  not.  The 
priest  goes  into  the  confessional  at  the  meicy  of  his  penitent 
having  no  protection   but  that    Providence,   that  watches  over  it. 
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own  institution  for  the  benefit  of  its  children.  In  this  respect 
again,  as  in  many  more,  the  Protestant  differs  from  the  Catholic 
pastor.  T  have  read,  indeed,  that  to  him,  too,  is  enjoined  se- 
crecy by  the  canons  of  his  church  ;  but  1  own  I  have  searched  in 
vain  ft<r  any  canon  containing  the  injunction.  If  such  a  canon 
exist,  we  know  that  he  treats  it  with  the  same  contempt,  that  he 
manifests  towards  the  solemn  obligations  of  his  oaths.  It  is  but 
latelv,  that  the  papers  informed  us  of  the  confession,  made  by  a 
dyins:  Protestant  to  his  pastor,  of  a  murder  perpetrated  on  a  child, 
borne  to  hira  by  his  own  daughter.*  Having  disburdened  his 
mind  of  the  horrible  secret,  the  man  died,  and,  on  the  next  Sunday, 
his  pastor  published  his  confession  from  the  pulpit,  thus  pointing, 
for  years  to  come,  the  finger  of  scorn  at  all  who  shall  have  been 
cursed  with  a  relationship  to  the  departed  sinner.  The  same  use 
was  made,  a  few  years  ago,  at  Worcester,  of  the  confession  of 
one  who  was  about  to  die  in  the  infirmary,  gudty,  indeed,  but  un- 
suspected o{  a  murder  committed  29  years  before.  Again,  at 
Bath,  a  man  having  committed  a  similar  crime,  made  a  confession 
to  the  Protestant  pastor,  who  took  advantage  of  his  confidence, 
and  gave  the  evidence  on  which  the  man  was  hanged.  **  The 
good  shepherd,"  says  the  Holy  Scripture,  **giveth  his  life  for  his 
sheep."  **  The  good  shepherd,"  says  your  church,  taketh  away 
the  life  of  his  sheep,  when  no  one  else  can."  The  lawyer,  Sir, 
keeps  sacred  the  secrets  of  his  client,  and  the  physician  those  of 
his  patient.  The  clergyman,  alone,  makes  a  cruel  mockery  of  the 
confidence,  which  his  spiritual  clients  and  patients  foolishly  re- 
pose in  him. 

But,  with  the  Catholic  priest,  the  case  is  altogether  different; 
and  we  boldly  point  to  the  operation  of  the  finger  of  God,  in  the 
astonishing  fact,  that  the  long  lapse  of  1,800  years  does  not  pro- 
duce  one  authenticated  instance  of  the  violation  of  the  confessional 
secret.  Subject  to  all  the  infirmities,  physical  and  moral,  inci- 
dental to  human  nature,  many  of  them  too,  having  become  apos- 
tates from  the  faith,  and  virulent  declaimers  against  this  particular 
practice  of  the  Christian  Church,  the  Catholic  clergy,  have,  by  a 
special  interposition  of  Providence,  been  ever  withheld  from  the 
violation  of  the  confessional  secret.  To  put  this  matter  more 
forcibly,  we  may,  on  a  moderate  calculation,  compute  the  clergy 
of  tlie  Catholic  Church,  throughout,  the  world,  at  250,000  in  the 
active  exercise  of  the  duties  of  the  sacred  ministry ;  it  is,  also, 
moderate  to  suppose,  that  each  one  hears,  on  an  average,  one  con- 
fession a  day  ;  this  calculation  will  give  more  than  ninety  millions 
a-year,  for  many  centuiies,  heard  by  men,  including,  among  others, 
•  At  Appleby. 


such  as  1  have  characterised  above,  and  yet  not  one  well  authen- 
ticated instance  can  be  adduced,  of  either  an  intentional,  or  even 
an  accidental  violation  ol  the  confidence  reposed  in  them  ;  whereas, 
you  have,  represented  in  ivory,  in  the  bazaar  in  Temple-row,  the 
martyrdom  of  St.  John  of  Nepomuc,  who  was  thrown  from  the 
bridge  of  Prague  into  the  river  Muldaw,  as  the  punishment  of  his 
fidelity  to  this  sacred  trust,  and,  among  the  records  of  your  per- 
secuting church,  it  will  be  found,  that,  for  a  similar  fidelity,  in  the 
case  of  the  late  Lord  Dunboyue,  F.  Grahan  was  sentenced  to  im- 
prisonment. The  reflecting  Christian  cannot  but  ask  himself,  how 
it  can  happen,  that,  in  regard  to  one  church,  the  annals  of  eighteen 
centuries  cannot  produce  an  instance,  from  either  malice  or  infirm- 
ity, of  the  betrayal  of  the  confessional  secret,  whereas,  in  the 
other,  if,  here  and  there,  a  stray  confession  finds  its  way  to  the  ear 
of  the  pastor,  it  becomes,  instantly,  the  subject  of  the  gossip,  and 
the  penitent  the  object  of  the  scorn,  of  the  neighbourhood.  The 
only  answer  to  be  given  to  the  question  is,  that,  in  one,  confession 
is  a  divine  institution  for  the  benefit  of  the  souls  of  men,  which  the 
**  author  and  finisher  of  our  faith"  binds  himself  to  guard  and 
protect,  that  his  merciful  and  gracious  designs  may  not  be  altogether 
thwarted ;  Avhereas,  in  the  other,  it  is  part  of  a  merely  human  ma- 
chine, with  which  God  has  no  concern,  and  which,  therefore,  is 
abandoned  to  the  operation  of  the  passions  and  infirmities  of  man. 

But,  Sir,  if  the  •*  seal  of  secrecy"  thus  binds  the  priest,  and  if, 
in  reverence  of  its  sanctity,  he  has  always  preserved  it  thus  inviolate, 
it  is  directly  contrary  to  that,  which  is  known  to  be  the  truth,  by  all 
who  have  chosen  to  investigate  the  matter,  to  assert  that  he 
"  shrouded"  by  this  seal,  if,  indeed,  any  one  can  understand  what  ifc 
is  to  be  shrouded  by  a  seal.  The  penitent  is  under  no  such  restric- 
tion ;  so  far,  indeed,  from  it,  that,  if  the  arts,  insinuated  by  our  calum- 
niator, were  attempted,  the  penitent  would  not  only  be  at  liberty,  bujt 
even  bound,  by  the  strictest  obligation,  to  denounce,  to  a  superior 
authority,  the  minister  capable  of  such  unworthy  conduct,  and  that 
minister  would  soon  be  dismissed  from  his  charge,  to  associate,  it  may 
be,  with  the  parson  in  the  diocese  of  Winchester,  whose  attempt  to 
seduce  one  virtuous  person  and  violate  another,  has  been  recently 
before  the  public  ;  or  with  that  other,  who,  in  the  diocese  of  Gal- 
way,  coutaminated  with  his  impurities,  not  the  confessional  indeed, 
but  the  house  of  God  itself;  or  with  that  other,  who,  leading  a 
single  life,  continually  sent  away  his  servants  in  a  state  of  preg- 
nancy ;  or  with  that  olher,  who,  vvith  the  bible  in  his  hand,  contrived 
to  seduce,  under  the  most  solemn  promise  of  future  marriage,  the  wife 
of  his  cousin,  and  now,  that  the  death  of  her  husband  and  his  ow 
wife  has  procured  him  the  means  of  redeeming  his  promise,  laughs 
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t,  and  at  the  agony,  which  his  profligacy  has  created;  or,  with  that 
)ther,  and  that  other,  and  that  other,  ad  infinitum^  whose  profligacy 
las  been  obtruded  before  the  public  ;  or,  if  he  should  prefer  to  orna- 
-nent  the  established  sect  by  his  apostacy,  he  would  be  ome  thus 
prepared  to  follow  up  his  imitation  of  your  Nolans,  your  Crollies, 
md  your  Swaynes. 

Sir,  Avhen  it  is  remembered,  that  the  father  of  your  sect,  Martin 
Luther,  has  left  upon  record  his  testimony,  that,  "  while  he  was  a 
Catholic,  he  passed  his  life  in  austerities,  in  watchings,  in  fasts,  and 
praying,  in  poverty,  chastity,  and  obedience  ;"*  but  that,  after  he 
became  a  Protestant,  "  he  burned  with  a  thousand  flames  of  his  un- 
subdued flesh,  that  he  felt  himself  carried  on  with  a  rage  towards 
\vomen,  that  approach  ed  to  madness ;  that  he,  who  ought  to  be  fer- 
vent in  spirit,  was  fervent  only  in  impurity  ;"t — when  it  is  remem- 
bered, that  that  sect  owes  its  existence  in  England  to  the  adulteries, 
the  robberies,  and  the  butcheries,  which  distinguished  the  reigns  of 
Henry,  Edward,  and  Elizabeth,  when  it  is  remembered,  that,  to  this 
day,  true  to  their  origin,  your  clergy,  throughout  the  United  King- 
dom, notwithstanding  the  acknowledged  excellence  of  many  of  their 
body,  become  connected  with  impurities  and  murders,  far  beyond  all 
the  rest  of  the  population  together, — it  must  be  asked,  what  cause, 
short  of  that  insanity,  with  which  heaven  visits  those,  whom  it  has 
doomed  to  destruction,  can  account  for  the  recklessness,  with  which 
some  of  these  ministers  are  continually  urging  upon  the  public  topics, 
the  agitation  of  which  must  drag  the  demerits  of  their  church  belore 
that  public,  and  must,  eventually,  terminate  in  one  unanimous  ver- 
dict of  condemnation  ? 

Your  correspondent.  Sir,  advances  hardly  a  step,  without  marking 
that  step  by  some  specific  absurdity.  He  calls  upon  a  jury,  whom 
he  names,  to  declare,  that  they  have  "  heard^'  me  **  translate  and 
write."  He,  who  proposes  to  exhibit  more  unitt/  than  none,  is  just 
the  person,  who  is  qualified  to  ask  sane  men  to  declare,  that  they  have 
heard  a  person  write.  However,  I  havie  appealed,  not  to  them,  but 
to  the  whole  public.  Catholic  and  Protest  ant»  That  public  now  sees 
what  I  have  written  ;  and  by  the  verdict  of  that  public  I  am  content 
to  abide.  I  bid  adieu  to  Mr.  M*Ghee,  whose  insane  ravings  any  one 
will  deserve,  who  shall,  in  future,  condescend  to  notice  them  ;  but  I 
shall  be  at  all  times  ready  to  reply  to  you,  Mr.  Knott,  if  you  have  any 
charge  to  advance  against  the  Catholic  Church.  As,  however,  on  a 
former  occasion,  you  allowed  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rjland  Bedford,  for 
money,  to  assail  me  in  your  paper,  in  an  article,  as  remarkable  for 
the  accuracy  of  its  statements,  as  of  its  grammar,  and  yet  refused  m*^ 

•  See  Amicable  Discussion,  vol.  i.  p.  Q9,  t  Ibid. 


18 

the  opportunity  of  rei-lying,  unless  I,  too,  paid  money  for  it,  I  hardly 
expect  that  I  shall  experience  fair  and  impartial  treatment  at  your 
Ijnnds. 

In  conclu^ron,  Sir,  I  be^g  leave  to  recall  to  recollection  my  decla- 
ration, that  I  "  shall  never  be  amenable  to  persons  without  eliaracter, 
without  acquaintance,  without  responsibility."  If  the  Birmingham 
public  be  to  be  agitated,  let  it  be  by  your  Moseleys,  your  Gard- 
ners, your  Marshes,  your  Garbetts,  who  are  known  to  m,  and  who 
are  the  responsible  ministers  of  your  congregations.  But,  if  an\ 
public  oral  discussion,  upon  matters  of  religion  be  desirable,  let 
it  be  done  in  a  manner  worthy  of  that  sacred  cause.  Let  the  pi'elates 
of  your  church  propose  the  subject  to  the  Bishpps  of  Ireland,  and 
the  Vicars  Apostolic  of  Great  Britain.  I  am  quite  certain,  that  the 
proposal  will  be  accepted  ;  but  let  us  be  no  longer  the  sport  of  idle 
logomachists,  who  either  having  no  flock  to  tend,  or  leaving  that 
floelv  to  plunder  and  outrage  their  Catholic  neighbours,  degrade  re- 
ligion to  the  level  of  a  mountebank  eihibition,  and  pretend  to  honour 
CtocI -by  yilifying,  and  calumniating  tlieir  fellow  men. 

I  am,  Sir,  4^c.,  &c., 

T.  ilf.  M*DONJVELL. 

■  '   ■."■■)'■ 

P.S.  ^^.J  did  not  see;  the  commeucement  of  the  <  negociiition  between 
Messrs.  Macguire  and  M'^Ghee,  I  may,  possibly,  have  fallen  into  a  verbal  iri- 
acctiracy  in  stating,  that  the  latter  gentleman  shrank  from  his  own  challenge 
The  correspondence,  however,  fully  justifies,  in  substance,  tlie  remarks,  wliieli 
I  have  maao. 


I'riiilnl  1,11  M.  '•^mhlu  at  th/'titfhoHi'nn  /'»•#*■,.•  o. 
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